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25 November 2008
NATIONAL LEAD FOR NHS NETWORKS AND FORMER NHS CHIEF EXECUTIVE APPOINTED AS BIG LIFE GROUP CHAIRMAN
Edna Robinson, the National Lead for NHS Networks, and former chief executive for Trafford NHS Acute Trust and Salford Primary Care Trust, has been appointed chairman for The Big Life group, one of the largest social businesses in the North.
The chairman post, which is new to the group, will see Robinson provide additional strategic leadership and raise the profile of the group regionally and nationally.
Big Life group Chief Executive, Fay Selvan, said of the appointment: “The Big Life group has achieved a lot in the six years it has been established.  We want to make sure we continue to provide people with opportunities to change their lives –appointing a group chair to strengthen our strategic development will support us to do this.  
“Edna has a strong understanding of the group, this combined with her background in public health and, most recently, as advisor to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government will bring a wealth of experience, knowledge and innovation to the group and means Edna will be able to drive the group forwards nationally.”
Robinson added: “I’m at a time where I want to do more alongside my executive leadership work and I feel that it’s time for me to use my skills, knowledge and experience in a different way. Being Chairman of The Big Life group has presented me with an opportunity to use these skills and be part of something with core values which resonate with me. I’m looking forward to the challenges this role will bring and to raising the profile of The Big Life group and the work it does.”
The Big Life group are social businesses and charities working across the North of England to provide support and opportunities for people to change their lives. The Big Life group was formed in 2002 following the merge between Diverse Resources and The Big Issue in the North.   www.thebiglifegroup.com
Ends

For press information contact Dawn Bunnell, communications officer on 0161 227 0205 or email dawn.bunnell@thebiglifecompany.com

Notes to Editors:

Edna Robinson has been employed for the past 18 months as a Special Advisor to the Secretary of State for Committees and Local Government. 

Career History includes:

Current National Lead for NHS Networks 

Chief Executive – Trafford NHS Acute Trust 

Chief Executive – Salford Primary Care Trust 

Executive Director – Manchester Health Authority 

Clinical Nursing Posts in Acute Trust, Community Midwifery,Community Nursing over 20 years 
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